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Overrepresentation?



Bourdieu's Cultural Capital
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DBEYiBkgp8
(Sociology Live!)



Pacific Community Research
YOUNG PEOPLE

# Top 10 Factors Responses  Percentage
(n = 1241)

1 Friends and other outside influence 460 37.1%
2 External distractions 169 13.6%
3 Anti‐social school behaviour 145 11.7%
4 Individual decisions and attitudes 95 7.7%
5 Nothing (everything’s okay) 88 7.1%
6 Negative self‐talk and thoughts 65 5.2%
7 Family commitments and issues 55 4.4%
8 Bullying 36 2.9%
9 Unsupportive or conflict with Teachers 24 1.9%
10 Sporting commitments 19 1.5%
Other factors
 Subject / Understanding difficulty
 No support
 I don’t know
 Other reasons
 Lack of resources
 Financial issues
 No supportive learning environment 
 Church commitments



Pacific Community Research
PARENTS

# Top 5 Factors %  (n=16)
1 Money 22%
2 Lack of encouragement / support 11%
3 Interpersonal struggles / attitudes 10%
4 Negative peer pressure 9%
5 Learning barriers 8%
Other factors
 Family / parenting issues
 Family obligations
 Negative drug and substance use
 Sporting commitments
 Lack of consistent time management
 Lack of knowledge of services and access to support
 Citizenship barriers and requirements



Pacific Community Research
TEACHERS

TEACHERS
Most influential  Family

 Cultural expectations
 Faith and church commitments

Influential  Self‐esteem, confidence & stereotyping
 Learning style and engagement
 ESL / Literacy and numeracy needs
 Lack of parental engagement

Also influential  Peer pressure
 Lack of support
 Lack of money
 Lack of Pacific role models
 Sport commitments
 Antisocial behaviour
 Lack of educational resources
 Unsupportive teachers
 Low socio‐economic status



Pacific Community Research
COMMUNITY WORKERS

COMMUNITY WORKERS
Most influential  Low self‐esteem and confidence

 Lack of family support
Influential  Lack of information about formal education

 Lack of mentors
 Lack of community support
 Lack of money
 Lack of opportunity and peers

Also influential  Low socio‐economic status
 Lack of aspiration
 Ethnic cultural practices



Pasifika Achievement To Higher Education 
(PATHE)

• Student Support
• On campus meetings & activities
• Ambassador opportunities

• Outreach
• Primary & High Schools
• Educators

• Project Innovations
• Family & Community Events
• Resources



PATHE Vocational Videos
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/pathe/pathe/vocational_videos

• Online resource

• Study Guide

• Empower young people, 
parents, educators and wider 
community
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